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Call it what you will – the bath, loo, powder 
room, ladies’ & gent’s – what began of necessity 
as a personal grooming space has evolved over 
the decades into the second-most important 
interior selling feature in today’s housing market, 
after the kitchen. Custom-created originally for 
privacy, the bathroom itself may be as tiny as an 
under-the-stairs alcove or as large as an average-
sized bedroom. Today’s upscale mansions often 
boast almost as many bathrooms as other rooms 
combined. In terms of priority for average new 
builds, the master ensuite has gone from ‘wish 
list’ to ‘must-have’ and even a guest bath is 
classed as essential.

From an aesthetic point of view, when it comes to 
bathroom design the sky’s the limit. Think romantic, 
star-filled sky… captured through a skylight while 
luxuriating in a steamy, bubble-filled soaker tub. 
Candlelight, champagne, soft jazz airing in the 
background. For five minutes or fifty, when that 
door closes, the ‘real’ world is left to bide its time 

on the other side while you indulge your senses.
Tub for Two?
By far, the easiest choice in the bathroom design 
challenge is "what’s your favourite – shower or 
tub?" Most people have a preference of one over 
the other, but would you like a free-standing old-
fashioned bathtub to stretch out in, or a corner spa 
for two with invigorating jets. Separate glassed-in 
shower? With or without a built-in seat? Multiple 
sprayers and massaging units for ‘together time’ 
or one giant sunflower shower head? Even the 
humble toilet has a plethora of profiles to blend in 
with almost every kind of décor. 

If you’re just tarting up an existing bathroom 
with fresh paint or wallpaper, and maybe some 
new window treatments and linens, doing it 
yourself can be a rewarding weekend project. 
Anything more involved and you might be in 
a spot of trouble. And if you’re starting from 
scratch or doing a total remodel, working with 
a professional bathroom designer is without a 
doubt the best investment you can make. They 
will create a realistic plan from your dreams and 
follow it through to completion. Be ready, though, 
the decisions will be many!
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Vintage vs. VaVaVoom
Once all the tough design choices are made, 
decorating is where the fun begins. The art of 
bringing colour and texture and personality to 
a blank canvas is so exhilarating because the 
creative possibilities are endless. 

For example: In a master ensuite retreat, a 
quiet palette of soft greens or blues presents a 
spa-like atmosphere for relaxation. White sheers 

that billow in the breeze of an open window, 
plush monogrammed towels, fresh flowers. 
Aromatherapy experienced through scented 
candles, bath salts, lotions. Pleasure is gleaned 
from the tiniest details. 

Or maybe you seek something more on the wild 
side. Animal print wallcoverings, luxe cabinetry 
and sleek fixtures have the power to transform a 
simple bathroom into an exotic adventure.
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A wall of textured stone complemented by natural 
wood cabinetry and slate or hardwood floors 
gives a rustic, cottage-like quality, reminiscent of 
a laid-back getaway. The ultimate indulgence… a 
fireplace opposite the oversized tub. The perfect 
place for sharing a glass of wine.

For a Renaissance feel, consider burnished 
gold wall treatments and pillars, surrounding a 
soothing step-up spa tub. Period artwork and 
rich fabrics add depth and interest. If casual 
chic is more to your liking, repurposed antique 
dressers and cabinets lend vintage charm to a 
room, as stand-alone or built-in vanities. Top with 
a beautiful handmade blown-glass sink and hear 
the applause.

Natural marble and granite are subtle in colour 
but speak volumes in style. Light or heavily-veined 
countertops, polished to gleam, work well in any 
design scheme and last forever. Teaming them with 
basket-weave mosaic tiles on the floor, and subway 
tile on walls and ceiling, in a white-based colour 
theme, achieves an aura of classic opulence sure 

to impress. Painted cabinetry with carved details, 
high-end hardware and tasteful crown molding 
takes the look from ‘very nice’ to ‘exquisite.’

 
All that Glitters
Invite glitz & glam to the mix with silver, gold and 
crystal accents. Sparkling mirrors, chandeliers, 
wall sconces, curtain finials – it’s this kind of 
playful infusion that makes an ordinary space 
come alive, as well as giving your complexion a 
healthy, happy glow.

The guest bath is a perfect place to let your 
decorating imagination free. Go for cheerful and 
brave by painting the walls in bright citrus hues, 
or 2013’s colour of the year, Emerald. Black 
highlights in furniture and accessories will maintain 
a balance with the bold and allow the ‘wow’ to 
excite without overwhelming.

Whatever your taste – Zen retreat, bright 
and bold, opulent luxury – these days, ensuite 
privileges are not reserved for the elite… but they 
can look that way!
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